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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AWARDS BANQUET PLANNED
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University President Stan
Rives has proclaimed Friday, March 11 Affirmative Action Day at
EIU.
In observation of the day, the EIU Affirmative Action
Advisory Committee is inviting the public to attend the third
annual affirmative action awards banquet that evening at 6:30
p.m. in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the University Union.
For the third year in a row, two $500 affirmative action
awards, funded by the EIU Foundation, will be presented to
university groups which have made outstanding efforts toward
fulfilling Eastern's commitment to a positive and continuing
affirmative action program , said EIU Affirmative Action Director
Judith Anderson.
-more-
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Last year , the awards wer e presented to the jour nalism
department and WEIU- FM and TV "in recognition of their exemplary
affirmative action efforts."
"The awards honor departments or organizations that have
gone beyond their stated mission within the university to help
promote equality for women and minorities," said Carol Majewski,
chair of the Affirmative Action Subcommittee responsible for the
awards and banquet.
Illinois Senator Miguel del Valle, assistant chairman of the
Senate Higher Education Appropriation Committee and co- chairman
of the Joint Committee on Minorities in Higher Education, will
deliver the keynote address.
Del Valle, who represents Chicago ' s 5th senatorial district,
will discuss "Minority Access to Higher Education." He will
specifically cover the high school dropout rate, increasing
access to the state's higher education system and new
immigration laws.
He earned a bachelor ' s degree in secondary education and a
master's degree in guidance and counseling from Northeastern
Illinois University and is the first Hispanic senator in
Illinois' history.
Reservations for the banquet can be made by contacting the
Affirmative Action Office at 581-5020 by Tuesday, March 8.
Tickets are $10 per person.
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